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made by Mr. Wilkcs, with whom I had spent many pleasant hours in Italy, Johnson said (sarcastically,) ' It seems, Sir, you have kept very ^ood company abroad, Rousseau and Wilkes!' Thinking it enough to defend one at a time, I said nothing as to my ^ay friend, but answered with a smile, ' My dear Sir, you don't call Rousseau bad company. Do you really think him a bad man?' JOHNSON. 'Sir, if you are talking jestingly of this, I don't talk with you. If you mean to be serious, I think him one of the worst of men; a rascal who oug'ht to be hunted out of society, as he has been. Three or four nations have expelled'him ; and it is a shame that he is protected in this country1.' Boswicu,. 'I don't deny, Sir, but that his novel" may, perhaps, do harm; but I cannot think his intention was bad.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, that will not do. We cannot prove any man's intention to be bad. You may shoot a man through the head, and say you intended to miss him ; but the Jud^e will order you to be handed. An alleged want of intention, when evil is committed, will not be allowed in a court of justice. Rousseau, Sir, is a very bad man. I would sooner sign a sentence for his transportation, than that of any felon who has ^one from the Old Bailey these many years. Yes, I should like to have htm work in the plantations8.1 BosWKLL. 'Sir, do you
widely in religion and polities,/// a ties points oh nos it/mv sont unit's, a.s Rousseau said to me in his wild retreat:.' Ahnon's JTV/Xr.v, 1^319.
1 Rousseau (led from I1'ranee in 1762. A few days later his arrest wa.s ordered at Geneva. lie fled from Neufchatel in 1763, and soon afterwards he wan banished from Berne. NOHV. Jitog. Cn'n, xlii. 750.. lie luul come to England with David IIiwic a few weeks before this conversation was held, and was at this time in Chiswie.k. Hume's Private Corn's, pp. 125, 145.
a Rousseau had by this time published his Nouvelle Jh'lohe and Entile.
a Less than three months after the date, of this conversation Rousseau wrote to General Conway, one of the Secretaries of State, thanking him for the pension which George III proposed secretly to confer on him, Hume's Private Corn's, p. 165. Miss Uurney, in her preface to Evelina, a novel which was her introduction to Johnson's strong affection, mentioning Rousseau and Johnson, adds in a foot-thinkes in 1776, said:—'Though we  differ
